
Farmers Union Triangle
The triangle represents Farmers Union’s core principles. 

Education: Education of members and others is 
considered the foundation of Farmers Union’s success in 
all areas of the organization.  

Cooperation: Cooperative education and cooperative 
business development. 

Legislation: Civic engagement & legislative advocacy.



Farmers and farm organizations have a 
range of reactions to the growing 
pressure on agriculture to reduce 
runoff.



… and, farmers have a lot on their 
minds outside of water quality.
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$93 B
-8%

$66 B
-12%

Source: https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/farm-economy/farm-sector-income-finances/highlights-from-the-farm-income-forecast/
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Wisconsin Net Farm Income in 2010-2018F

$1.7 B 
-6%

Good production year, but income depends on prices
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Total down 0.2%

Dairy Down 7.1%

Beef Down 1.4%
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Expenses up 4.2%
(interest, fuel, feed & labor)
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Government Payments up 18%
• Price/Revenue-based payments ARC/PLC -$4.6 B
• Market Facilitation Program (MFP): +$4.7 B
• Disaster Payments +1.6 B

ARC & PLC

MFP & Disaster
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Wisconsin Led the Nation in Chapter 12 
Bankruptcy Filings for 10/1/17 to 9/30/18
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http://www.uscourts.gov/statistics-reports/caseload-statistics-data-tables
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Chapter 12 Bankruptcies per 10,000 Farms

State 2016 2017 2018
Average

1997-2016
Wisconsin 5.82 6.57 6.86 2.98
Michigan 4.09 3.14 1.77 2.98
Dinterman et al. (2018) https://aede.osu.edu/sites/aede/files/publication_files/FarmBankruptciesPaper.pdf

Current WI Farm Bankruptcy Rate Unusually High
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The Voices of Wisconsin Dairy Farmers

“We are just treading water and getting very tired. 
Not sure how long we will be able to hold on.”

“2009 reduced savings to near-zero. Playing catch 
up ever since.”

“Don't know what to do. What's here today is gone 
tomorrow.”

“Farming used to be fun. It's not fun anymore.”



Impaired Waters in Wisconsin



Treadmill of Production







Opportunities to Collaborate with 
Farmers on Water Quality

•Wisconsin Farmer-Led Watershed 
Projects

• Incentivizing Cover Crops through 
Crop Insurance

•Funding and support for Managed 
Grazing



Strategies for Communicating with 
Farmers in Wisconsin

-Agricultural publications.  Agri-View, The 
Country Today, Wisconsin State Farmer.  Dairy 
Star, Hoard’s Dairyman.

-Farm Organization annual 
conventions.  Most take place in winter, so 
inquire about breakout session RFP’s in June.

-Farm Organization print publications 
and social media. Inquire about writing a 
guest blog or guest column.  Co-writing with a 
farmer would be especially relevant.
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