
Understanding Soil Tests 
Kim Meyer, CCA 

Resource Recovery Manager 



• A2100: Sampling soils for 
testing 

• Basic Soil Sampling for WI 
Agriculture: 
youtube.com/user/uwipcm/videos 
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• Fill out the submission 
sheet in it’s entirety for 
accurate fertility 
recommendations 
…unless you use SnapPlus 
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• What does the lab test for in routine soil 
samples?  
• Soil pH 
• Organic matter % 
• Phosphorus ppm 
• Potassium ppm 
• Buffer pH 
• They do not test for nitrogen 
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• A2809: Nutrient 
application guidelines for 
field, vegetable, and fruit 
crops in Wisconsin 
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• if 100% of the N 
will come from 
organic sources, 
use the top end 
of the range 
• In addition, up 

to 20 lb N/ac in 
starter may be 
applied 

Guidelines for choosing an appropriate N application 
rate for corn (grain) 
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Ringwood soil = High Yield Potential 
 Corn on corn N rec = 190 (range 170-210) 

Subtract N credit previous years application 
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Biosolids Example: 
Recommendation = 210 lbs (for 100% organic source N) 

less any carry over credits (for example = 8 lbs) 
= 210 lbs – 8 lbs = 202 lbs 



Questions? 

Kim Meyer, CCA 
Resource Recovery Manager 
kimm@madsewer.org 
608-222-1201 ext. 256 

mailto:kimm@madsewer.org
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