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2013 Statewide Survey

 Statewide sewer user charge survey

 This is the 17th year of the survey
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2013 Statewide Survey

 Survey Form
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Survey Responses

 Out of 530 permitted facilities, 308 responded (58%)
 28% Lagoons
 57% Activated Sludge (Conventional, Ditch, SBR)
 16% Fixed Film Systems (Trickling Filter, RBC, RSF)
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Types of Facilities

Lagoon
System

Activated
Sludge
System

Fixed Film
System

Aerated Lagoon 56
Stabilization Pond 30
Conventional Activated Sludge 85
Oxidation Ditch 65
Package Plant 15
Sequencing Batch Reactor (SBR) 11
Trickling Film/Bio-Tower 10
Rotating Biological Contactor (RBC) 18
Recirculating Sand Filter (RSF) 12
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Hauled Waste Acceptance
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Hauled Waste Acceptance

Population 
Categories

Accept Holding 
Tank Waste Accept Septage Total In Category

1-500 8 6 63 

501-1,000 13 9 55 

1,001-2,000 26 19 58 

2,001-5,000 39 32 65 

5,001-10,000 24 20 30 

10,001-50,000 27 25 32 

50,001+ 5 5 5 

TOTAL 142 116 308 
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Type of Treatment

1-500 501-1,000 1,001-2,000 2,001-5,000 5,001-
10,000

10,001-
50,000 50,001+

Aerated Lagoon 16% 29% 15% 10% 2% 0% 0%
Stabilization Pond 26% 7% 4% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Conventional Activated Sludge 4% 11% 16% 18% 44% 33% 71%
Oxidation Ditch 4% 8% 32% 22% 10% 16% 0%
Package Plant 5% 7% 1% 5% 0% 0% 0%
SBR 2% 4% 5% 2% 0% 0% 0%
Trickling Filter 0% 3% 1% 3% 0% 8% 0%
RBC 1% 4% 5% 8% 2% 4% 0%
Recirculating Sand Filter 7% 4% 3% 1% 0% 0% 0%
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Hauled Waste Charges

$0

$10

$20

$30

$40

$50

$60

$70

$80

1-500 501-1,000 1,001-2,000 2,001-5,000 5,001-10,000 10,001-50,000 50,001+ Statewide
Average

Co
st

 in
 D

ol
la

rs

Population

Average Cost per 1,000 Gallons of Hauled Waste
by Population

Holding Tank

Septage

© MSA Professional Services, Inc.



Hauled Waste Charges
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Holding Tank Charges
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Septage Charges

$0

$50

$100

$150

$200

$250

$300

Population

Cost per 1,000 Gallons of Septage

Septage Cost

Average

© MSA Professional Services, Inc.



Example Data

 Holding Tank Waste Example
 Disposal Fee:  5,000 gallons x $14/1,000 gal = $70
 Administrative Fee:  $15/load x 4 = $60
 Total Fee = $130

 Septage Example
 Disposal Fee: 5,000 gallons x $59/1,000 gal = $294
 Administrative Fee: $16/load x 4 = $64
 Total Fee = $358
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Conclusions

 Less than half of the WWTFs in Wisconsin accept 
hauled wastes:
 142 accept Holding Tank Waste (46%)
 116 accept Septage (38%)

 Communities with mechanical WWTFs and 
populations more than 5,000 people are more likely to 
accept hauled wastes
 Related to ability to accept and treat
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Conclusions

 There is a wide variation in septage disposal charges
 Range from $2 to $250 per 1,000 gallons
 Related to

 strength of waste
 type of treatment required
 willingness to accept

 Statewide Average Disposal Costs
 Holding Tank Waste = $14 per 1,000 gallons
 Septage = $59 per 1,000 gallons
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Thank you

Tom Fitzwilliams
tfitzwilliams@msa-ps.com

608-355-8864

Copyright in this presentation (including its text, photographs, diagrams and layout) belongs to MSA Professional
Services, Inc. You may freely use the ideas and concepts discussed in this presentation, but you may not claim any of it
as your own work. You may quote freely, with acknowledgement.
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