
Ryan Giefer Memorial Scholarship 
  

Ryan Giefer was a young hardworking entrepreneur who had a bright future in the wastewater 
industry.  Ryan was a UWSP graduate and helped operate the school’s wastewater pilot plant while 
attending.  After graduating, he started his career as a wastewater operator for the City of Waupaca.  
Ryan succeeded quickly in the wastewater profession, becoming the chief operator for the City of 
Stevens Point WWTP, and a few short years later, the superintendent of the Wisconsin Rapids WWTP.  
It was no surprise that Ryan had early success.  He was very passionate about learning and constantly 
tried to make improvements to the plants he worked at.  He created an internship program in the 
summer months to give a great learning opportunity to an eager student. He was involved with the 
technical committee for Central States Water Environmental Association (CSWEA) and was set to be 
the Chairman.  He was a quick learner, who never backed down from a challenge.  The wastewater 
industry recognized Ryan’s early success when he was presented the CSWEA 2019 Treatment Facility 
Operations award, and the CSWEA 2022 Young professional of the year award, which is now named 
after him. Ryan possessed all the qualities it takes to be a true leader.  Ryan was fair, genuine, and had 
a great sense of humor.  Off the clock, Ryan was an avid outdoorsman who loved hunting, fishing, and 
shooting clays.  Ryan was a husband, a father of 3, and an instant friend for everyone who had the 
privilege to meet him.  Ryan Giefer passed away in a hunting accident in the fall of 2021 at the young 
age of 32.  Ryan is missed by so many people, but his legacy will live on with the opportunity for a 
college student to receive a scholarship, embodied with the name “Ryan Giefer”, and help them 
jumpstart their own legacy in the wastewater industry.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ryan Giefer Memorial Scholarship 
 

Purpose: 

To financially assist a full-time student currently enrolled 
in a technical college or university studying a program 
directly related to the wastewater treatment industry.  

ELIGIBILITY:  

1. Both associate degree and four-year degree 
applicants are eligible  

2. The applicant must have a cumulative grade point 
average of at least 2.50. 

AWARD: 

One scholarship in the amount of $2000 will be awarded 
annually in memory of Ryan Giefer.  Scholarship funds 
will be paid directly to the College Department of 
Student Financial Aid.  Scholarship award checks will be 
mailed out shortly after the WWOA annual conference. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE: 

Interested applicants should complete the application 
(access at wwoa.org). WWOA and/or Scholarship 
Committee Chairperson must receive completed 
application forms postmarked no later than July 1st of 
each year to be eligible. Certification of all applicants 
requires WWOA receipt of the following:  

1. Completed application form  
2. Essay summarizing academic plans and career goals 

(please be specific; essay must be at least one page 
but no more than two pages)  

3. Official transcript of grades  

Failure to submit the required documentation identified 
above could result in denial of application. Applicants will 
be reviewed by the Scholarship Committee. The 
committee will make recommendations for awards to the 
WWOA Board of Directors. Final selections will be made 
at the annual August Board of Directors meeting.  
Preference may be given to students that are in their 
second semester or beyond in studies related to the 
water and wastewater treatment field.  Preference may 
be given to applicants that are sponsored or 
recommended by a current WWOA member.  Preference 
may be given to students who are exceptionally 
motivated in their education and careers and are avid 
outdoor enthusiasts. 

 

 

SELECTION: 

Selection is determined at the August meeting of the 
WWOA Board of Directors. All decisions of the 
WWOA Scholarship Committee and Board of 
Directors are final. Any board member related to an 
applicant will abstain from applicant reviews and 
selection and not be present throughout the 
discussion and selection process.  

The applicant understands that the WWOA 
Scholarship Committee shall only honor written 
communications, originating within the Committee, 
and duly signed by the Scholarship Committee 
Chairperson. All discussions relative to this 
application shall be limited to: the applicant, 
Scholarship Committee members, and the Board of 
Directors.  

AWARD PRESENTATION:  

The scholarship winner will be notified by e-mail as 
to the final disposition of the scholarship award. The 
Scholarship Committee Chairperson will send written 
notification in a timely manner. Scholarship 
recipients must complete the Scholarship 
Committee’s “Authorization for Payment” form prior 
to the award being issued. Scholarship winner will 
receive a written invitation to attend the award 
banquet at the annual conference of the WWOA. A 
hotel room will be provided (night of the award 
banquet only) Arrangements for attendance must be 
made with WWOA.  
 
Submit any questions, the completed application, 
and attachments (mail or email) to:  
 
WI Wastewater Operators Association (WWOA)  
262 W. Main Street  
Wales, WI 53183  
 
414-908-4950 Tel 414-768-8001 Fax 
scholarships@wwoa.org  


