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Background 

• Septage Study Group first meeting in August 2017  

• Goal to holistically discuss industry challenges 

• Group representation included: 

• Industry leaders from across the state and different business models 

• Local governmental units,  

• “Sister Agencies” - DSPS, DOA, & DATCP 

• Scope of Rule Revisions included  

• Septage Storage,  

• Clarify, Streamline, and Make Consistent 



Changes to Storage Requirements 
• Minimal information with general references to additional requirements 

• Provides minimal direction to staff and businesses looking for storage  



Changes to Storage Requirements 
• Steps through requirements for permitting and plan review 

• Provides for various situations of size, location, type, etc. 



Changes to Storage Requirements 

• Increased Thresholds 

• Plan & Spec 

• From 25,000 to 50,000 gallons for NR 110 plan review (PE Stamp, other) 

• <50,000 gallons can be designed to DSPS OR NR 110 standards 

• WPDES Permitting 

• From 25,000 to 550,000 gallons 

• Explicit permit requirements 

• Requirements for existing tanks 

• Facility Inspection Requirements 

• Management Plans for Operation 

 

dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wastewater/GeneralPermits.html 



Changes to Other Requirements 

• Improved flexibility for daily operations 

• Certification statement for Grade L and Grade T businesses 

• Increased weekly application rates on specific verified soil types 

• Operators in Training certification can be re-registered after 5 years of expiration 

 

• Equipment and lettering changes 

• Exclusively pump portable restrooms and discharge to treatment works 

• No caps if 2 valves, alterative sticker location, report total gallons per location 

• Truck lettering “displayed” on at least one side 



Changes to Other Requirements 

• Clarification of certain sections of requirements 

• Servicing rules for non-septage waste 

• Servicing islands and campgrounds 

• Emergency and winter servicing requirements 

• Land application operations 

• pH measurements when adding lime 

• Site evaluations – soils vs nutrients testing 

• High use field application rates 

 



Transparency of Requirements 

• Overlap of work with other State Agencies 

 

 

 

• Issuing and renewing licenses and certifications 

• Owed taxes or child support 

 

• Storage of septage at dairy operations 

• Campground servicing requirements 

 



Closing 

• This is not an exhaustive list of all changes 

• Development tools outside of Code changes 

• Sandy Site Variance process 

• General Permit for large storage 

• Up to date copies of code language: 

NR 113 - https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/100/113.pdf 

NR 114 - https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/100/114.pdf 

• Department continues to work on rolling out changes 

Contact your regional coordinator with questions! 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/100/113.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/100/114.pdf
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